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	Nature:   an Animal   the Animal kingdom
	Nature, natural 

Mother nature
“laws of nature”
an herbivore 

a vegetarian
    only eats plants
an omnivore 

   eats plants and animals
a carnivore 
   primarily eats meat



	Invertebrates (NO vertebrae - backbone)
	Vertebrates (with vertebrae - backbone)
	

	Protozoa (1 cell), amoebas
Annelids: worms, leeches
Echinoderms: starfish, sea urchins  
Mollusks:

   --bivalves: oysters, clams
   --cephalopods: squid, octopus
   --Gastropods: snails, slugs 

Arthropods: (limbs with joints)
   --Insects: bugs, flies, ants
   --Arachnids: spiders, scorpions
   --Crustaceans: crab, lobster, shrimp
	Fish (breathe with gills)

Amphibians --(born in water, begin like fish , later grow legs) Frogs
Reptiles - have scales) snakes, alligators, lizards, turtles, dinosaurs  

Birds -- (wings, feathers, a beak)

chickens, ducks
Mammals -- (mothers give milk)  humans, monkeys, dogs, cats, cows, horses, whales, dolphins, bats, mice, rats, pigs, kangaroo, elephants, bears, .....
	

	to domesticate  a domestic animal  

a wild animal    to roam free  

a zoo                       animals in cages 
to pet   a pet         a pet shop/ store  

	to die  to be dying out    to endanger  an endangered species 
to extinguish  to be extinct  an extinct species  

to evolve  the theory of evolution 
the theory of Natural Selection = “survival of the fittest”
to protect endangered species  

	to poach,  poaching   a poacher   (catches or kills animals even if  it is against the law)

	“plenty more fish in the sea” (other people to love or other opportunities) 

“I’ve got bigger fish to fry” (bigger ideas and projects to do)  
“to fish around / fishing for / compliments”   (trying to find or get complements or other things)
“curiosity killed the cat” (looking into things can be dangerous)

“when the cat’s away, the mice will play”   (when authority is gone, people do what they like)
“the cat’s meow” (the best, finest thing [a cat says “meow”])    
 “ferret around for it”  (dig around & try to find it [ferrets are known for finding things, and taking them)    
“...like a bull in a china shop” (breaks everything, insensitive, not careful) 
 “straight from the horse’s mouth”   (information direct from the one who knows)
“never look a gift horse in the mouth” (bad manners to critically evaluate a present; horses are judged by their teeth)
“the early bird catches the worm” (get there first for opportunities)
“an elephant never forgets”  (this will be remembered)                            “...got ants in your pants” (fidgety)    
“as blind as a bat” (bats can’t see, they use sonar)                       “as quiet as a mouse” (mice are very quiet)    
“a wise old owl” (owls are considered to be wise)                                “give him a bear hug” (a real big hug) 

“as sly as a fox”  (foxes are considered to be clever and witty)  
“a stubborn old mule”  (mules are considered to be stubborn) “get your ducks in a row” (get things arranged)
“you can lead a horse to water, but you can’t make it drink”  (you can guide to knowledge, but you can’t force learning)
“crying crocodile tears”  (false, imitation, just pretending to be crying)
“crocodile smile”  (a big smile from someone just before they attack you)

“strutting around like a rooster”  (someone full of their own ego, excessive pride)
“the pick of the litter” “the runt of the litter” (a litter is several puppies, the pick is the best, the runt is the worst)
“a wild goose chase”  (a task that has no end and no solution, yet goes on and on)
 “running around like a chicken with its head cut off” (hurrying around yet accomplishing nothing)

	What does it mean to be “natural” or “unnatural”?    Do you know which species are in danger of extinction?
Do you have, or have you ever had, a pet?  If so, what?  If not, why not?  Do you like other peoples’ pets?

What is the difference between humans and other animals?   


