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	to be single   to meet other singles  to meet other single people  
to date, to be dating, to go on a date, to have a date
to know, to get to know,  “We are just getting to know each other.”
to love   to be loved   to fall in love  “It was love at first sight.”
 (to couple)  a couple  to meet other couples  (married or unmarried)
(to partner)  a / my partner to be partners  (married or unmarried)

(to relate) We are in a relationship   

a casual relationship           a serious relationship
(to romance) a romance  to be romantic  

to propose   to make a proposal  “She accepted my proposal!”

to get engaged, to be engaged,    an engagement  

to wed  a wedding  to have a wedding  “When is the wedding?”
a wedding ceremony   simple or extravagant 
to marry    to get / to be married   to be in a /to have a marriage  

“Will you marry me?” “Is she going to marry him?” “We have a good marriage.”

the bride and the groom   “You are now husband & wife”  
to arrange a marriage    an arranged marriage   

“Our marriage was arranged by our parents.”

to marry for love...    to marry for money... 

a convenience  to be convenient   (...the easy thing to do)
They have a marriage of convenience  (so he can stay in the country)
to honeymoon  a honeymoon  
“Where did you go on your honeymoon? We honeymooned at the ocean.”
an anniversary  to have an anniversary  

“This is our 5th wedding anniversary.  We have been married for 4 years.”
to split up  to break up     to separate   to get / to be separated  

to divorce to get a divorce  to get / to be divorced  
the divorce rate  “Has the divorce rate increased in recent years?”
to reunite  to get / to be reunited   “We were reunited last year!”
	(to be merry  “eat, drink, and be merry”) (my friend Mary ) 
(to single to be singled out  -picked out)

to suit   to be suitable  (a good fit)
Is he suitable?  She suits me perfectly.

monogamy (having just one partner)

polygamy   (having more than one wife, 

                            or more than one husband)

                          (“mono” = 1  “poly” = many)
In USA polygamy was a tradition in the Mormon religion, it was outlawed but is still practiced in many families.
to live together / cohabitation 

(common law wife / husband)

same-sex marriage  

(homosexual couples)

(to match)  a match  a love match
we /they are a good match    

They are well matched  

we met through a matchmaker 

an affair  having an affair  

at least one of the people is part of a couple (married or unmarried) - but an “affair” can also be between two single people.
to be faithful  / unfaithful  
“He has always been faithful” (no affairs)
“They were both unfaithful.” (had affairs)
a dominating wife / husband
a domineering wife / husband

(bossy, overbearing)

a henpecked husband (his wife is boss)

	Why do people get married?  Why not just live together?  Do fewer people get married these days?
Do you think the divorce rate is higher these days than in former times?  How about the marriage rate?
Many places in USA allow same-sex marriage, should homosexual couples be allowed to get married?

How do most people get married in your hometown?  Are they arranged marriages or love matches or both?
What is your ideal wedding?  What will you do on your honeymoon? Or will you stay home & save money?
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