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Verb Tenses
Summary Table
	Three Tenses

1) Present 

2) Past

3) Future
	Four “aspects”

1. Simple                
2. Perfect  

3. Continuous  [“progressive”] 
4. Perfect Continuous 
	(the time being discussed, time of focus)
(completed, finished activity)
(on-going, continuing, progressing activity)
(continuous activity which finishes)


	
	Simple
	Perfect
	Continuous
	Perfect continuous

	Present
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“It happens” “It happens” “It happens”
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“It has happened”
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“It is happening”
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“It has been happening”

	past
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“It happened”
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“It had happened”
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“It was happening”
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“It had been happening”

	future
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“It will happen”

“It is going to happen”
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“It will have happened”
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“It will be happening”

“It is going to be happening”
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“It will have been happening”

















