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	PRESENT SIMPLE TENSE
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	“An action happens”    “Actions happen”

--- General / universal truths
--- Regular daily events, habits and routines 
--- Events true in the present, past or future
	


	Positive
	subject
	
	
	main verb-simple present

	most verbs
	I / We / You / They
	
	
	walk
	to work.

	
	She / He / It
	
	
	eats
	at the cafeteria.

	main verb-

“to be”
	I
	
	
	am
	always right.

	
	We / You
	
	
	are
	so great!

	
	She / He / It
	
	
	is
	never right.

	Negative
	subject
	auxiliary verb “to do”
	
	
	

	most verbs
	I / We / You  / They
	do
	not
	like
	spiders. 

	
	She / He / It
	does
	
	clean
	windows.

	main verb-

“to be”
	I
	
	
	am
	not
	often late for class.

	
	We / You
	
	
	are
	
	usually here.

	
	She / He / It
	
	
	is
	
	always at home.

	Question
	auxiliary verb “to do”
	subject
	
	
	

	most verbs
	Do
	I / we / you  / they
	
	enjoy
	football?

	
	Does
	she / he / it
	
	have
	a lot of patience?

	main verb-

“to be”
	Am
	I
	
	
	a good cook?

	
	Are
	we / you
	
	
	athletic?

	
	Is
	she / he / it
	
	
	a hard worker?


	PAST SIMPLE TENSE
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	“An action happened”
--- An action happened in the past

--- Time and place is understood

--- Length (duration) of action is not important
	


	Positive
	subject
	
	
	main verb-past participle
	

	most

verbs
	I / We / You
She  / He / They
	
	
	lived
	in Seattle.

	
	
	
	
	ran
	the 200 meter race.

	
	
	
	
	learned
	English last summer.

	
	
	
	
	saw
	that movie before.

	verb

“to be”
	I / She / He
	
	
	was
	ready for the test

	
	We / They
	
	
	were
	not around yesterday.

	Negative
	subject
	auxiliary verb “to do”
	
	main verb-simple present
	

	most

verbs
	I / We / You 
She / He / They
	did
	not
	live
	in France.

	
	
	
	
	run
	the 200 meters.

	
	
	
	
	main verb-past participle
	

	verb

“to be”
	I / She / He
	
	
	was
	not
	here before.

	
	We / You / They
	
	
	were
	
	far from the restaurant.

	Question
	auxiliary verb “to do”
	subject
	
	main verb-simple present
	

	most

verbs
	Did
	I / we / you 
she / he / they
	
	receive
	any letters today?

	
	
	
	
	play
	football very well?

	
	main verb-past participle
	
	
	
	

	verb

“to be”
	Was
	I / she / he 
	
	
	on time this morning?

	
	Were
	we / you / they
	
	
	late for class yesterday?


	FUTURE SIMPLE TENSE
	


	Absolute future:          “An action will happen”
--- future predictions and promises

Probable future:         “An action is going to happen”
--- decisions, hopes for the future
--- plans, intentions, scheduled events 
	


	Positive
	subject
	auxiliary verb
	main verb
	object  --- time

	auxiliary verb

“will”
	I 

We/You/They 
She / He / It
	will
	
	
	have
	some time at 5 pm today.

	
	
	
	
	
	play
	tennis Monday morning.

	
	
	
	
	
	drive
	to Beijing next month.

	auxiliary verbs

“to be” 

     + “going to”
	I
	am
	
	going to
	begin
	very soon.

	
	We / You / They
	are
	
	
	go
	to the store very soon.

	
	She / He / It
	is
	
	
	drive
	to town tonight.

	Negative
	subject
	auxiliary verb
	
	
	main verb
	object  --- time

	auxiliary verb

“will”
	I 

We/You/They 
She / He / It
	will
	not
	
	work
	on the car tomorrow.

	
	
	
	
	
	do
	homework during the game.

	
	
	
	
	
	run
	in the race tomorrow.

	auxiliary verbs

“to be” 

     + “going to”
	I
	am
	not
	going to
	climb
	the mountain this summer.

	
	We / You / They
	are
	
	
	fail
	the English test on Monday.

	
	She / He / It
	is
	
	
	study
	during the holiday.

	Question
	auxiliary verb
	subject
	
	
	main verb
	

	auxiliary verb

“will”
	Will
	I 

we / you / they she / he / it
	
	
	cook
	a cake this weekend?

	
	
	
	
	
	have
	a good time on Friday?

	
	
	
	
	
	help
	with homework tonight?

	auxiliary verbs

“to be” 

     + “going to”
	Am
	I
	
	going to
	see
	you tonight?

	
	Are
	we / you / they
	
	
	walk
	to the lake today?

	
	Is
	she / he / it
	
	
	be
	at the house tomorrow?


More examples of present, past, and future tenses:
	Frank takes the bus.

Frank usually takes the bus to work

They don’t ever go to Seattle.
	Do you play golf at 5 o’clock today?

I like pizza for breakfast. 
Does Sue often eat at this restaurant?


	I went to school today.

I visited Sarah yesterday.

We did not go to school today.

We spoke Chinese at the meeting.
	They ate lunch earlier.

I bought him a present yesterday.

They did not join us for dinner last week.
They missed the bus this morning.


	We will rock you!

The test will not be easy tomorrow.

Will you marry me?
Are we going to go to the movies tonight?

It will finally happen this weekend.

They are going to arrive just before dinner.

She will make you a sandwich.

We are going to study English this term.
	Class will begin at 3 pm sharp.

Will the train leave soon?

Are you going to wash before dinner?

I’ll help you with homework tonight.

You will be fine by tomorrow.
Will we ever forget?         Will it be OK?

They will not attend the conference in March.
Will it rain today?
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