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	PRESENT CONTINUOUS TENSE 
	


	 “An action is happening now”

Events in the present
--- Events happening around the present
--- Current projects, activities, hobbies
	

	“An action is happening in the future”
Events in the future
--- Scheduled future events
--- Plans or expectations
	



	Positive
	subject
	auxiliary verb
	
	main verb - present participle
	

	auxiliary

verb “to be”
	I 
	am
	
	eating
	dinner.

	
	We / You / They
	are
	
	going
	to the movies.

	
	She  / He
	is
	
	playing
	tennis tomorrow.

	Negative
	subject
	auxiliary verb
	
	
	

	auxiliary

verb “to be”
	I 
	am
	not
	staying
	home today

	
	We / You / They
	are
	not
	watching
	that TV show.

	
	She  / He
	is
	not
	cooking
	breakfast.

	Question
	auxiliary verb
	subject
	
	
	

	auxiliary

verb “to be”
	Am
	I 
	
	being
	a bit silly?

	
	Are
	we / you / they
	
	having
	a good time?

	
	Is
	she / he
	
	cleaning
	the house tomorrow?


	PAST CONTINUOUS TENSE
	


	“An action was happening”

--- Events happening during time in the past
	

	“An action was happening till a point in time”

--- Ongoing events in the past until something else happened
--- Two events both happening in the past
	



	Positive
	subject
	auxiliary verb
	
	main verb - present participle
	

	auxiliary

verb “to be”
	I 
	was
	
	eating
	dinner when you called.

	
	We / You / They
	were
	
	playing
	tennis till 4 o’clock yesterday.

	
	She  / He
	was
	
	being
	very social at the party.

	Negative
	subject
	auxiliary verb
	
	
	

	auxiliary

verb “to be”
	I 
	was
	not
	working
	on the car last night.

	
	We / You / They
	were
	not
	doing
	homework when I visited.

	
	She  / He
	was
	not
	sleeping
	when I looked into his room.

	Question
	auxiliary verb
	subject
	
	
	

	auxiliary

verb “to be”
	Was
	I 
	
	making
	too much noise this morning?

	
	Were
	we / you / they
	
	having
	a good time at the party?

	
	Was
	she / he
	
	cleaning
	when you arrived?


	FUTURE CONTINUOUS TENSE
	

	“An action will be happening”

“An action is going to be happening”
--- Events at a specific time in the future
	

	“An action will be happening till a point in time”

“An action is going to be happening till a point in time”

--- Events at a specific time in the future that continue till a point in time
	



	Positive
	subject
	auxiliary verb
	
	
	main verb -present participle

	 will be
	I / We
You / They

She  / He / It
	will
	
	             be
	serving
	dinner tonight till 8 o’clock.

	
	
	
	
	
	playing
	tennis tomorrow until dark.

	
	
	
	
	
	having
	a fantastic time.

	am/are/is

going to be
	I
	am
	
	going to be
	studying
	English until I fall asleep.

	
	You / They/We
	are
	
	
	talking
	about it till an answer is found.

	
	She / He / It
	is
	
	
	driving
	to New York on Thursday.

	Negative
	subject
	auxiliary verb
	
	
	
	

	 will be
	I  We
You / They / We
She  / He / It
	will
	not
	             be
	working
	until getting new glasses.

	
	
	
	
	
	going
	without you.

	
	
	
	
	
	running
	in the 200 meter race on Sunday.

	am/are/is

going to be
	I
	am
	not
	going to be
	having
	fun until she brings ice cream.

	
	You / They/ We
	are
	
	
	sleeping
	tonight with all this noise.

	
	She / He / It
	is
	
	
	doing
	homework until the game is over.

	Question
	auxiliary verb
	subject
	
	
	
	

	 will be
	Will
	I  / we

 you / they

she / he / it
	
	             be
	reading
	this same book in 4 weeks time?

	
	
	
	
	
	doing
	that next year as well?

	
	
	
	
	
	cleaning
	till the room is spotless?

	am/are/is

going to be
	Am
	I
	
	going to be
	cooking
	hamburgers at the picnic? 

	
	Are
	we /you /they
	
	
	going
	on a trip to China?

	
	Is
	she / he / It
	
	
	fixing
	the car tomorrow?


More examples of present, past, and future continuous tenses:
	Dan and Andy are playing football.

John is arriving later.

Are we eating soon? 

She is listening to CDs at the moment.

Are they working on that project this month?
	I am not going tonight.

Is he coming to the party on Friday?

Are you running too fast?

We are looking for good jobs after graduation.

Are you studying English this term?


	They were not playing tennis on Saturday.

We were meeting yesterday afternoon.

They were studying English late last night.

He was running the race yesterday.
	We weren’t doing anything important when you arrived.

Were you sleeping when your alarm went off?

Tom was watching TV when the phone rang.

Was I sleeping when you came by?


	We will be having lunch on beach this Thursday.
Will you be doing this again next year?
	Peter will be doing his homework this time tomorrow.

Sharon won't be working in here in three weeks time.

We will be lying on the beach this time tomorrow.
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