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The Sentence

A sentence must have these 3 components:

1. Begin with a capital letter
2. Contain a noun (subject) and a verb (predicate)

3. End with a period (Americans call it a “period” – British call it a “full stop”)

Two main Types of Clause

	Independent Clause: 


	Contains a noun (subject) and a verb (predicate) 

and could be a complete sentence all by itself.

	
	

	Dependent Clause:
(also called “Subordinate Clause”) 
	Contains a noun (subject) and a verb (predicate) 

but cannot be a complete sentence all by itself.


Four main types of Sentences
Every sentence will be one (and only one) of these four types:

(Note: These two tables have exactly the same information.
The first table uses “or more”, while the second table uses “at least”)
Table using “or more”

	Type of Sentence
	The Number of clauses “or more”

	
	Independent clauses
	dependent clauses

	1. Simple 
	1
	0

	2. Compound 
	2 or more
	0

	3. Complex 
	1
	1 or more

	4. Compound-Complex 
	2 or more
	1 or more

	
	
	


Table using “at least”

	Type of Sentence
	“at least” The Number of clauses

	
	Independent clauses
	dependent clauses

	1. Simple
	Only 1
	0

	2. Compound
	At least 2
	0

	3. Complex
	Only 1
	At least 1

	4. Compound-Complex
	At least 2
	At least 1

	
	
	


First Step in Sentence Analysis

The first step in analyzing a sentence is to classify it as one of these four types.













