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	OPENING a topic-general statements
	
	INTRODUCING a detail
	
	Asserting a WELL KNOWN TRUTH

	It is often said that..

Many people believe that...

In modern times...

In recent years...

Nowadays...

These days...

At the present time...

Currently...

In this day and age...
It   can   be   said   that...

   (should / could / must)
* Recent years [verb]... 
	
	* Concerning ...

* In reference to ...

* In regard to ...
	*With regard to ...

* Regarding ...
	
	 In fact ...

Certainly ...

Clearly ...
	In point of fact ...

*... [to be] definitely ...

Of course ... 

	
	
	NEW POINT, with the SAME IDEA
	
	HEDGING (asserting, but only somewhat)

	
	
	Furthermore, ...

In addition, ...

Additionally, ... 

What’s more, ...

In the same way, ...

Correspondingly, ...
*Equally important...
	Similarly, ...

. . . and . . .

Also, ...

... also. 

. . . as well.

. . . too.

Likewise, ...
	
	To some degree...

To some extent...

In some ways...
*... relative ... 

*... almost ... 
	In many ways...

*... more or less ...
*... possible ...
Modal verbs:     can, could, might, may

	
	
	
	
	
	New, MORE IMPORTANT POINT

	
	
	
	
	
	Moreover, ...

More importantly, ...

* Even more important...

	
	
	Besides, [additional reason - same point]
	
	

	Change to the OPPOSITE IDEA
	
	DISCOUNT (disregard, ignore) previous points - lead towards a conclusion

	. . . , but . . .

However, ...
Alternatively, ...
On the other hand,
While ..., others...
	Conversely, ...

On the contrary, ...
In contrast,  ...
Apart from this, ...
	
	In any event, ... 

In any case, ...

At any rate, ...

Nonetheless, ...
Nevertheless, ...
	* Despite ...
Although ...

Even though ...

That being said,
	* In spite of ...
* Apart from ... 
* Regardless of ...
* Even with ...

	FINAL CONCLUSIONS

	If ..., then ...
	Consequently, ...
As a result, ...
* The result ... 
* In the face of...
	For this reason ...

... for this reason.
* The resulting ...
* This results in ...
	After all is said and done ...

As far as I am concerned ...

All things considered, ...

In the final analysis ... 
	..., so ...

Therefore,
Thus, ...
Finally, ...
	All in all, ...

In a word, ...
In my opinion ...

In the end ... 

	It is often said that young people spend too much time playing computer games.

While many people claim that computer games are bad for students’ education, others have the opposite belief.  

Concerning the social effects, some studies have correlated greater time playing computer games with lower test scores.  

In fact, many “gamers” will simply not attend their exams, instead preferring to spend their time online.  

* Equally important is the habit of gamers consuming large amounts of fatty food while playing computer games.

Most gamers will not stop playing regardless of pressure from parents and teachers.  Besides, if all your friends are doing it, why should you stop?
To some degree this tendency can be attributed to the relative ease of access to such a wide variety of games.

Moreover, an increasing lack of organised social activities leaves “gaming” as almost the only leisure activity available.  

In contrast to these negative aspects, some studies have revealed how computer games may offer benefits such as improved eye-hand coordination. 
Clearly playing computer games has many positive sides.  Despite this, excessive “gaming” remains a persistent problem.

	In this day and age  it might be said that the most important thing in school is getting high marks on examinations.

Regarding psychological stress, students often report an inability to sleep just previous to scheduled exams.

Of course examinations are vitally important; this is certainly clear when applying for a university position.

Conversely, a lack of good exam scores will likely result in lower paying jobs such as in factories.

In many ways a person’s entire professional life might depend on his or her examination results.

* Even more important is the effect this may have on that person’s family life.
Alternatively, many people assert that practical experience offers the biggest advantage since it teaches valuable skills and abilities. Besides, during work experiences you can meet many people who might help you a find a job later.
Further, many successful business people have achieved great things without relying on exam results.  
That being said, the reality on the ground can lead to quite different consequences as the effects are not so clear cut.
Exam results may definitely be vital for students’ futures. Nonetheless, practical experience can often play a decisive role.

	These days, many people feel strongly that healthy living is vitally important.

In point of fact, sales of fresh vegetables have rapidly increased in every major metropolis of the world. 

Likewise, sales of fatty foods have tended to decrease as well.  

What’s more, a high percentage of city-dwellers have joined fitness clubs and also attended cooking classes.

This effect could be attributed to images in the media of healthy, active people with exciting lifestyles.  
Nevertheless, a certain degree of people still often continue to rely on fatty foods for most of their diet.  

Many consumers pay lip service to eating well, although in reality they don’t live up to their promises.   



	* Cohesion word / phrase which is NOT followed by an independent clause.--














